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An enhanced BMW M3 arrives to shake up the competition

nThe new M3 is still exciting and visceral but offers all the space and comfort you need on a daily basisnThe M3 – one of the best-driving performance cars to go on sale in 2021

nThe M3 offers standard BMW fit and finish and an excellent driving position nThe bucket seats are heated and electrically adjustable

FOR decades, the BMW M3 has stood as the 
firm’s performance backbone. Throughout 
the years it has evolved and morphed but 
has always retained an ability to provide 
spacious and practical motoring but with a 
significant focus on being as good to drive 
as possible. 

Now, there’s a new version. This latest 
G80-generation car promises even more 
than before and arrives with all manner 
of new features and performance enhance-
ments. The question is – can it bring some-
thing new to the table while delivering all 
of the aspects expected from an M3? We’ve 
been to find out.

What’s new?
As one of its key go-faster models, BMW’s 

M Division has given the works to its latest 
M3. We’ve got a new engine, a longer and 
wider body and a fresh face which has 
caused quite a stir in motoring circles. 
There’s also the option of all-wheel-drive 
for the first time, though ‘our’ car, being 
one of the first in the UK, came in the clas-
sic rear-wheel-drive configuration. But 
most importantly for an M3, we’ve still got 
four doors and a decent boot, meaning that 

BMW hasn’t done away with practicality 
for this latest model.

What’s under  
the bonnet?

The M3’s engine might sound the same 
on the face of it – it’s still a twin-turbo, 
six-cylinder 3.0-litre petrol like you’d find 
in the older car – but it’s a far different 
beast to before. For starters, we’ve got a 
lot more power; the UK is only getting 
top-tier competition models, which come 
with the full-beans 503bhp and 650Nm 
of torque – considerably more than the 
460bhp and 600Nm you’d find in the old M3 
CS.It means that this latest-generation car 
will crack 0-60mph in just 3.7 seconds and 
power onwards to a top speed of 155mph 
– or 180mph if you tick the box for the 

optional M Drivers package. Drive is, in 
this instance, sent to the rear wheels alone 
through an eight-speed automatic trans-
mission. A sports exhaust provides a suit-
ably raucous sound, too.

What’s it like to drive?
The older M3 had a reputation for being 

somewhat spiky. It was a car which you 
couldn’t take liberties with – particularly 
in the wet – and if you didn’t treat it with 
caution it’d quickly come back to bite you. 
It does, on initial impressions, seem like 
BMW has addressed this issue with the 
latest M3.

This is a fearsomely easy car to drive 
at a quicker pace. The steering is one of 
the biggest changes here; whereas before 
the old car’s wheel became overburdened, 
weighty and a bit rubbery at times – par-

ticularly in sport modes – in this M3 it’s 
properly weighted and feels correctly con-
nected to the front wheels.

Then there’s the engine. Strong and pur-
poseful, it has all of the performance you 
could want from a road car. The shifts 
come thick and fast when making pro-
gress, but snappy gearchanges from the 
pleasantly finished carbon-fibre paddles 
mean swapping cogs is another hugely pos-
itive part of the experience.

The level of grip you can achieve through 
longer, sweeping bends is far beyond what 
you would’ve found before, while the new 
adjustable traction control system will 
mean that even novice drivers can the best 
from the new M3.

How does it look?
Looks are, of course, down to the indi-

vidual but, boy, has the M3’s design got 
tongues wagging. It’s all down to those 
front vents, of course, which have been 
lessened in visual impact due to the fit-
ment of the number plate ahead of them – 
though they’re still hard to miss. It’s very 
spec-dependant, mind you, with bright-
er colours emphasising the new kidney 
grilles and darker shades playing them 
down. The M3 is, in our opinion, the looker 
of the pair between it and the coupe M4, 
with the saloon’s slightly elongated pro-
portions helping the design to ‘fit’ a little 
better.

What’s it like inside?
It’s actually inside where things are the 

least revolutionary. It’s standard BMW fit-
and-finish here, with an excellent driv-
ing position helped no end by the car-
bon-backed bucket seats. They may be part 
of a £6,750 Carbon Pack extra – no small 
amount of money on top of a £73,100 car, 
we’ll admit – but the level of support they 
provide is superb. They’re also heated and 
electrically adjustable, unlike many other 
bucket-seat options. The M3 also has the 
added benefit of easy access to the rear 
of the cabin, where you’ll find a decent 
amount of both leg and headroom. Even 
taller passengers will be able to get comfy 
back there. And, when it comes to boot 
space, there are 480 litres on offer. It’s also 
nicely square, which will help when load-
ing larger or bulkier items into it.

What’s the spec like?
As we’ve already highlighted, the M3 

costs over £70,000 as standard. You do 

get plenty of standard equipment for that 
amount, mind you, with features such as 
a Harman/Kardon stereo, on-board wifi 
hotspot and wireless phone charging in-
cluded from the off. 

Crucially, you still get M Adaptive Sus-
pension – which is a necessity for making 
the car more pliable over rough surfaces 
– and an M Sport differential included as 
standard, which means you don’t have to 
pay more in order to make the M3 the best 
it can be dynamically. Our car had some 
choice options added to it, including the 

aforementioned seats, a comfort pack con-
sisting of a heated steering wheel and elec-
tric boot lid (£990) and high-performance 
Laserlights which, though steep at £1,500, 
are well worth adding for cutting through 
the murky weather which the UK so fre-
quently suffers from.

Verdict
This latest M3 feels like a very different 

animal to the car it replaces. It’s no less ex-

citing, visceral nor focused; it’s still a car 
with one steely eye firmly fixed on cross-
ing ground extremely quickly, yet can still 
offer all of the space and comfort you need 
on a daily basis.

But it’s far easier to tone down than 
before. It isn’t ‘on’ all the time like the 
F80-generation car was, which makes it a 
much more enjoyable car to drive. 

Say what you like about the looks,  
but this latest M3 is easily one of the 
best-driving performance cars to go on 
sale in 2021.

The BMW M3 is a 
well-known name 
across the world – 
but how can this 
latest car build on 
a longstanding 
reputation? Jack 
Evans finds out
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nThe engine has a lot more power nThere is decent boot space

nModel: BMW M3 Competition
nPrice: £66,600 from Jacksons
nEngine: 3.0-litre twin-turbo straight-
six petrol
nPower: 503bhp
nTorque: 650Nm
nMax speed: 155mph (180 with 
optional M Drivers package)
n0-60mph: 3.7 seconds
nMPG: 27.7-28.2
nEmissions: 234-228g/km CO2
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PEACE OF MIND MOTORING
YOU CAN TRUST.

 Comprehensive 110-Point Workshop Check

 12 Months Unlimited Mileage Warranty

 3 YEARS FREE SERVICING - Ts & Cs apply

 12 Months Roadside Assistance Cover - Including mainland UK & Europe

 Recall check - any previous manufacturer recall requirements completed

 Tyre check - at least 3mm of remaining tread

 Brake pads check - no more than 70% worn

 HPI-cleared - no outstanding finance or insurance write-offs

 Expert Flexible Finance Advice - access to a range of funders and products

 Value My Car - with our online part exchange valuation

 5-Star Premium Valet

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OR ONLINE TO SEE THE FULL RANGE OF APPROVED USED CARS.
CAN’T FIND WHAT YOU’RE LOOKING FOR? WE CAN HELP SOURCE THAT CAR FOR YOU!

Ts & Cs APPLY. CHECK WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION. IMAGE FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY.

NOT ALL USED CARS ARE THE SAME.
Buying a used vehicle can often feel riskier than buying new. When you 
buy a used vehicle from Jacksons, you can have complete peace of mind.

Approved
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IT LOOKS OK?

MANUFACTURER TRAINED TECHNICIANS | ONLY GENUINE APPROVED PARTS USED | VIRTAUL APPOINTMENTS & CLICK AND COLLECT SERVICES AVAILABLE


